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Rector writes

Some of you will already know that I am going to be a grandma soon!
My daughter Esther and her husband Mat are expecting a baby girl this
summer and Andrew and I are very excited at the prospect of
becoming grandparents. The only thing is... I can’t remember how I
came to be this old... and when did my little girl grow up? The years
have simply flown by. When my granddaughter is born, it will be a
very different world from the one I knew as a child. We might bemoan
how things have changed as we struggle with new technology...
everything seems to be so much more complicated these days... but
some things have changed for the better - particularly in the life of the
church.

Over the past couple of weeks, we have celebrated several
appointments of female clergy: Rev Alison Mathew has been instituted
as the Rector of St Oswald’s Kings Park and St Aidan’s Clarkston;

Rev Dawn Matthew has been appointed as the Diocesan Canon
Missioner and Rev Dr Elizabeth Sreakey who is Rural Dean has been
installed as a Canon of St Mary’s Cathedral. The Diocese of Edinburgh
has appointed the Rt Revd Dr Dagmar Winter as their next bishop and
on 25 March the Rt Revd and Rt Hon Dame Sarah Mullally will be
enthroned as the 106th Archbishop of Canterbury - the first ever female
Archbishop of Canterbury!

When I was a child, I remember my indignation when I realised I was
not allowed to audition for Durham Cathedral choir, as my brother did,
because I was a girl. As I grew up and began to explore the possibility
of ministry in the church, my options were restricted because of my
gender. When I was selected to train for ministry back in 1990, it was to
serve as a deacon. The church had yet to agree that women could be
priests. That finally changed in 1992 with an historic vote in the General
Synod of the C of E. However, I vividly remember how the Principle of
our Theological College asked those of us who were in favour of the
vote not to celebrate the result too loudly, out of courtesy for those who
were left devastated by the outcome!



I am mindful that the church still has a long way to go before it is truly
inclusive of everyone, but I and my female colleagues are evidence that
change is possible.

I will be watching the Enthronement Service on 25 March, and I will be
celebrating an event that I could never have believed possible 36 years
ago.

I wonder what further changes my granddaughter will witness in the
years to come? We know that with God, nothing is impossible!
Verity

DIARY FOR MARCH - APRIL 2026

*** indicates use of incense

1 Sun Lent 2

10.15am Sung Eucharist 1970 Liturgy
4 Wed 7pm Regional Council meeting, St Margaret’s Church
5 Thu 10.30am Eucharist 1970 Liturgy

6 Fri 2pm World Day of Prayer service, Queen’s Park
Govanbhill Church

7pm Lent Group at the Rectory
7 Sat 10.00am Diocesan Synod in Kilmarnock
8 Sun Lent 3
10.15am Sung Eucharist 1970 Liturgy
12.45pm Vestry Meeting in the Rectory
12Thu  10.30am Eucharist 1970 Liturgy
13 Fri 7pm Lent Group at the Rectory



14 Sat

15 Sun

19 Thu
20 Fri

22 Sun

26 Thu
27 Fri
28 Sat
29 Sun

30 Mon
31 Tue
1 Wed
2 Thu

3 Fri

4 Sat
5 Sun

10.30am Prayer Walk
2-4pm Spring Fayre in the church hall

Lent 4 - Mothering Sunday
10.15am Sung Eucharist 1982 Liturgy

10.30am Eucharist 1970 Liturgy
11am Oakview Manor Service
7pm Lent Group at the Rectory

Passion Sunday
10.15am Sung Eucharist 1970 Liturgy

10.30am Eucharist 1970 Liturgy

7pm Lent Group at the Rectory

10.30am Prayer Walk

Palm Sunday***

10.15am Sung Eucharist 1982 Liturgy

TBC Diocesan Chrism Mass at St Margaret’s Newlands
8pm Compline

8pm Compline

Maundy Thursday***

10.30am Eucharist 1970 Liturgy

8pm Sung Eucharist and Watch of Prayer

Good Friday

12 noon Stations of the Cross

1pm Liturgy of the Word

2pm Liturgy of the Cross

10.30am Church cleaning and decorating for Easter
Faster Day***

10.15am Sung Eucharist 1982 Liturgy
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9 Thu 10.30am Eucharist 1970 Liturgy
9 Thu-11 RATS presents Grapevine, by Joyce Maxwell
Sat

12 Sun ZEaster 2
10.15am Sung Eucharist 1982 Liturgy
16 Thu 10.30am Eucharist 1970 Liturgy

17 Fri 11am Oakview Manor Service

18 Sat 10am Healing Eucharist

19 Sun Easter 3

10.15am Sung Eucharist 1982 Liturgy

6.30pm Common Ground St Serf’s Shettleston
23 Thu 10.30am Eucharist 1970 Liturgy

26 Sun  Zaster 4
10.15am Sung Eucharist 1982 Liturgy
30 Thu 10.30am Eucharist 1970 Liturgy

Prayer requests
For those, with cancer: Kirsten Buchanan; Jim Hastie; Trevor Hauxwell;
Louise McCombie; Neil Lockyer; Joanna Southgate; Shirley Whincop;
Rev Kenneth Macaulay; Moira Fraser. For those, suffering from injuries:
David Webb; Billy Leggate. For those, having or recovering from tests or
treatment: Catherine Clark; Christine Campbell; Rosie Hastie; Peter
Hampson; Jack Laurie. For others for whom prayer has been requested:
David Bullock; Mike Williams; Megan Buchanan; Carol Campbell; Pat
Lowe; Fiona Paton; June Roach; Maire Rodgers; Roger Southgate; Val
Vahey; Lesley Lucas; Birgitta and Krister Lundin; Iveta, Aman, Lorna
and Josh; Megan Buchanan; Murray Barnes; Peter Hampson; Rev. Ann
Smith; The Tilley family; Martin Elbourne; Agneta Finlay; Father John
Lyons.

Margaret E. Anderson
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11
12

13

15
16

17
18

22

23

24

29

30
31

Mindings

March

Jim MacLean
Wynne Clark
Larry Moncrieff
Helen Webb
Margaret Arrol
Ernest Black
Violet Black
Frank Cole
Jimmy Kirk
Jean Lowrie

Isa Cauley
James Walker
Gordon Rendall
Elsie Shearer Junior
Alva Caldwell
Albert Pickford
Martha Scott
Douglas Reid, priest & Rector
Mary Oswald
Marjorie White
Sheila Moncrieff
John McQueen
Tommy Coupar
Edward Hardy
Brenda Doran

Gladys Brown ,/'/7
Phyllis Foord

11
12

13

14

15

16
18

19
20
21
25

April

Annie Cauley, Janet Reid
Thomas Kennedy
Arthur Williams
Dorothy Merrick

Teresa Eugenia

Emmy Nicholson
Margaret Goldie

Lewis Fleming

May Harris, Janet Smith
Graham John Gilchrist,
Graham Vahey

William Gardner

Patrick Whalin

Elizabeth Fraser

Andrew Cowan

William Douglas Gilchrist
Robert Bell Hannay Snr
Robert Bell Hannay Jnr
Mary Pennie

Frances Cooke

Florence Lydia Ritchie
Anne Zochowska
Catherine Henrietta Reid
Robert Jamieson

Tom Booth

Stewart Webb, Ronald
Fleming Graham, priest
Mary Emberton

Hammy Anwar



Lent Groups

This year you have a choice of two Lent groups! On Friday evenings
at 7pm I am hosting a group at the Rectory. We are following a course
designed by Rev Rachel Mann called “From Now On” which takes as
its starting point the film “The Greatest Showman”. Rachel was
formerly Poet-in-Residence at Manchester Cathedral. The course
explores ways in which themes of faith, hope and redemption run
through our lives. It examines how each of us - like P.T. Barnum and
the members of his Circus - face and can overcome doubt, temptation
and prejudice.

On Saturday mornings from 10.30-11.30am I am leading a prayer
walk around our neighbourhoods. The idea behind a prayer walk is
to pray intentionally for those who live and work in the locality,
stopping at various locations such as schools, places of worship, and
medical centres. It is amazing how much you notice when you are
walking around. I have learnt so much about the history of different
buildings from those who have lived in the area for a long time.
There’s no need to commit yourself to coming every Saturday... just
come if you are free. We set off from St Ninian’s church each time.
Verity

Talent auction

Vivian modelling his new jumper, knitted for
him by Christine, and Sal receiving a monthly
consignment of cake from Margaret.
Photos: Christine Shearer and David
Pritchard.




The Biblical character I'd most (ike to meet: the rich young
man

There are some characters in the Bible whom you want to meet just to
ask them “And what happened next?”

One of those characters, for me, is the rich young man whom we en-
counter in Mark 10, Matthew 19, and Luke 18. He's presented to us quite
sympathetically: rich, to be sure; but we’re given no doubt he’s sincere
when he says he has kept the commandments - and we notice that he
doesn’t boast about this, but only offers the information when he’s

e challenged. Luke describes him as a “ruler”: the
B implication seems to be that, young as he is, he
¥ has some responsible role in his community.
Maybe we should see him as a kind of Darcy in
Judea, perhaps a little too aware of his status, but
.| managing his estate and treating his dependents
= conscientiously. And, however much his status
matters to him, it doesn’t stop him falling on his
knees and asking Jesus “What must I do?” This
isn’t a Dives from the parable that Luke tells, just
= a chapter or so earlier, lounging around in
= gluttony and waste. Jesus, Mark tells us, looked
at him, and loved him.

Loved him, and then promptly issued a command so unexpectedly
severe that even His disciples were staggered. “Sell everything you
have.” And the young man went away sad, and we don’t know what
happened next.

The story’s come down to us because of that command and the image
that expands on it: the camel trying to fit through the eye of a needle.
But we can’t believe that Jesus treated the young man so harshly just to
turn him into a teaching aid. A little later, He would praise Zacchaeus
for giving half his possessions to the poor. What Jesus said must have
been not only a truth in general but also what that young man needed to
be told; and He did not set tasks that were impossible.
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If he managed to obey Jesus, what we’d expect to hear of him afterward is
nothing. From someone at the centre of local affairs, commanding serv-
ants and dispensing alms, to a nobody; a face among many, maybe, in the
crowd at the Entry to Jerusalem. Perhaps, years later, he was a poor mem-
ber of the first congregation in Jerusalem or in Jericho, smiling wryly
when he heard his own tale retold, but never letting anyone discover that
once he had been the rich young man of the story.

Maybe, if I could speak to him, he would answer my question with “But
that’s not the point.”
David Pritchard
Image: detail from The Rich Young Man Went Away Sorrowful, by James
Tissot. Photo: public domain

Christian Solidarity Worldwide

In the first week in March we are asked to pray for China. One human
right defender, Zhang Zhan, was sentenced to four years in prison for
“picking quarrels and provoking trouble’. This is the second time she has
been in prison for such matters. She goes on hunger strike and has been
force fed often and so suffers mentally, spiritually and physically. In
October a number of members of the Zion church were formally arrested
and have not been released. The UN report in 2022 noted the serious
human rights violations by China against especially the Uyghurs but
there has been no improvement. China pursues Chinese nationals abroad
and returns North Koreans to that land knowing that imprisonment and
torture are almost certainly awaiting them.

In Week 2, we are asked to pray for Mexico - for women discriminated
against for ethnic, gender and linguistic differences, for Protestants

being displaced and driven from their villages, for clergy at risk of
murder, and the lack of follow-up in the press to seek those who have car-
ried such out.

Week 3 is when India is the focus. Anti-conversion laws are in existence in
many states in India, and in others such laws are being strengthened, and
Christians and Muslims are targeted, using these laws. Christian families
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are attacked and driven from their homes, or missionaries attacked in
Jammu and Kashmir. Dalits who become Christian are doubly vulnerable
since they are the lowest caste also.

Week 4 focuses of North Korea. The government seems to be gaining
support from young people by spreading lies and cracking down on any
foreign media. It is very difficult to get information of true facts into the
country. Huge sums of money are spent on arms while very many are
very hungry and even starving. Escaping from North Korea means
crossing into China which is not sympathetic to them and sends them
back.

Week 5 takes us into April. As we think of Christ’s Passion through this
Holy Week we are asked to pray especially for one group of suffering
Christians. You might choose to think of some of the above examples or to
look at the CSW website for others.

Week 6, 5-11 April, brings Nigeria back into the spotlight. We pray that
Christians will be able to celebrate Easter without suffering. So many in
that land are not free because they have been unjustly imprisoned, or
abducted for ransom, forced into marriage or slavery. We pray for their
release.

I do not yet have the prayer diary for the rest of April but some of the
following facts will help your prayer.

1. Over 220 abuses of religious freedom were reported in Nicaragua in
2024 to CSW, involving multiple breaches and thousands of people.

2.Y Quynh Bdap, a Christian and human rights defender from Vietnam
but accepted as a refugee in Thailand, was detained there and sent back to
Vietnam after more than a year in prison. His whereabouts are not known
at present. He had been founder member of an organisation to fight non-
violently for the Montagnard minority ethnic group.

3. In 2024 in Sri Lanka there were 43 incidents of religious violence and
intolerance.

4. Only six religions are recognised in Indonesia - Buddhism,
Catholicism, Confucianism, Hinduism, Islam and Protestantism. All oth-
ers have no legal security and face exclusion. The Ahmadiyya
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community has been in Indonesia since 1925 and has over 500,000
Adherents, but they are seen as heretics by the majority Sunni Muslims,
and since 2005 have suffered serious violations of freedom of belief,
including violence.

Margaret E. Anderson

Baking

Once again, we would like to thank all those who provided baking for
the Valentine’s Open Day and Pancake Brunch. The leftover baking from
the Saturday was available for those on Sunday to take and make a do-
nation. It all helps put a smile on the treasurer’s face. There was even a
small amount of baking which could be taken to a homeless centre.
Some of the baking came from some of the usual suspects but a lot was
provided by a new baker, so many thanks for that. The pancakes and
toppings obviously were enjoyed as much as the baking!

Margaret E. Anderson

Pancakes were very much enjoyed, both at St Ninian’s and at the
Regional pancake party! Photos: Verity.
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The World Day of Prayer

The World Day of Prayer, observed on the first Friday in March each
year, is a worldwide movement of informed prayer involving people of
many denominations and languages in more than 170 countries. Each
year the service is written by women in a different country who share
the hopes and fears, joys and sorrows, opportunities and needs, of their
country. It affirms that informed prayer and prayerful action are
inseparable.

This year’s World Day of Prayer service has been designed by a group
of ecumenical Christian Nigerian women in response to the theme, “I
Will Give You Rest:
Come” (Matthew 11:28-30).
They reflected collectively
on this theme from the
context of their experiences
qas Nigerian Christian
5» women. They hope to
J inspire other women in the
world to unite and pray as
one people.

_ " ,,f, “As we trust God, our Bur-
\ / den Bearer, we become one
i i . . . .
r” body in Christ, receiving
i and bringing rest to the
{ . world.”

This year we are joining in the service at Queen’s Park Govanhill Parish
Church. The service begins at 2pm on Friday 6 March - everyone is wel-
come!
Verity
Image: Rest for the Weary, by Gift Amarachi Ottah
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An ‘Orkney’ saint: Tredwell or Triduana

Many of you will know of the story of St Magnus of Orkney and of the mag-
nificent cathedral dedicated to him. Orkney, though like many other parts
of Britain, has other saints associated with it, some with links to other areas
of Scotland. There are the ruins of a chapel dedicated to St Tredwell near a
loch also associated with her on Papay, Papa Westray. From at least 1700
there are texts referring to the ancient
worship associated with her, and to the
healing powers linked to her. A
presbyterian cleric complained that even
after the Reformation the locals went to
pray at her chapel before coming to

™ Sunday worship. As far as can be

¥ Determined, she lived sometime in the

= period between 4th and 8th century AD,
g e L %5 possibly nearer the later date. The Orkney
version suggests that she was local, refused to marry a man called Nechtan
and tore her eyes out to have him reject her. She is particularly thought to
have healed many with eye complaints, including blindness. The main place
in Scotland associated with her is at Restalrig in Edinburgh where there are
the remains of a building with a pond linked to her and her healing powers.
The version of the story there is that Nechtan was a Pictish king. Other
stories have her coming to Scotland with St Rule or Regulus, who is said to
have brought St Andrew’s bones to Scotland, or that she came from the
Forfar area. On Papay there is a chapel dedicated to St Boniface, one of at
least two such saints, who travelled from Europe, and there may be a link
between Boniface and Tredwell. There are other versions of the spelling of
her name. Some of these traditions go a long way back before there were
any written records. Other ‘Orkney’ Saints may be noted in future
magazines.

T

Margaret E. Anderson

Photo: the ruins of St Tredwell’s chapel on Papa Westray, by Rob Burke and used
here under a CC license.
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St Ninian’s Church Hall
(Corner of Pollokshaws Rd & Albert Drive)

SPRING FAYRE

Sat 14th March 2-4pm
Entry £2.50 Adults 50p Children
(includes a drink and cake)

Baking stall * Tombola* Jewellery
Bric-a-brac * Games * Books
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First Steps, Brancaster

This is the day to leave the dark behind you

Take the adventure, step beyond the hearth,

Shake off at last the shackles that confined you,
And find the courage for the forward path.

You yearned for freedom through the long night watches,
The day has come and you are free to choose,

Now is your time and season.

Companioned still by your familiar crutches,

And leaning on the props you hope to lose,

You step outside and widen your horizon.

After the dimly burning wick of winter

That seemed to dull and darken everything

The April sun shines clear beyond your shelter
And clean as sight itself. The reed-birds sing,

As heaven reaches down to touch the earth

And circle her, revealing everywhere

A lovely, longed-for blue.

Breathe deep and be renewed by every breath,
Kinned to the keen east wind and cleansing air,

As though the blue itself were blowing through you.
You keep the coastal path where edge meets edge,
The sea and salt marsh touching in North Norfolk,
Reed cutters cuttings, patterned in the sedge,

Open and ease the way that you will walk,
Unbroken reeds still wave their feathered fronds
Through which you glimpse the long line of the sea
And hear its healing voice.

Tentative steps begin to break your bonds,

You push on through the pain that sets you free,
Towards the day when broken bones rejoice.

Malcolm Guite
Contributed by Verity
What is your favourite poem? Send it to me on the usual email address. IS
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DUTY ROTAS

Date 1 March 8 March
Lent 2 Lent 3
Readers T Baylis V Davey
Readings Gen 12.1-4 Exodus 17.1-7
Ps 121 Ps 95
Romans 4.1-5,13 Romans 5.1-11
-17 John 4.5-26
John 3.1-17
Servers
(r) E Smith S Martin
(I) S Fucito T Baylis
(th)
Intercessions Y Grieve E Smith
Elements S Martin E Dewhurst
] Mendoza S Fucito
Coffee A Forrest L Lucas
G Hunge ] Mendoza
NOTES

15 March
Mothering Sunday

C Shearer

1 Samuel 1.20-28
Ps127.1-4

Col 3.12-17
Luke 2.33-35

J Whannel
S Fucito

E Rodgers

E Graham
W Graham

D Sinclair
J Sinclair

If you cannot do a particular Sunday, please try to arrange a

substitute.

Servers are responsible for setting up and clearing the Altar
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DUTY ROTAS

Date 22 March 29 March
Passion Sunday Palm Sunday
Readers ] Maxwell L Lucas
Readings  Ezekial 37.1-14 Isaiah 50.4-9
Ps 130 Phil 2.5-11
Romans 8.6-11 Passion Gospel
John 11.17-45
Servers
(r) T Baylis S Martin
(1) E Smith S Fucito
(th) J Whannel
Intercessions] Mendoza M Anderson
Elements L Lucas L Booth
V Davey A Forrest
Coffee E Graham A Marr
E Laurie Y Grieve
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DUTY ROTAS

Date 2 April 5 April 12 April
Maundy Thursday Easter Day Easter 2
Readers tbc D Pritchard I Stainsby

Readings Exodus 12.1-4,11-14 Acts 10.34-43 Acts 2.14,22-32

Cor 11.23-26 Ps118.1-2,14-24 Ps16
1John 13.1-17,31-35Col 3.1-4 1 Peter 1.3-9
John 20.1-18 John 20.19-31
Servers J Whannel
(r) J Whannel ] Mendoza S Martin
() T Baylis S Fucito
(th) E Smith T Baylis
Intercessions tbc T Baylis J Whannel
Elements tbc L Booth E Dewhurst
A Forrest S Fucito
Coffee C Shearer A Forrest
] Maxwell G Hunge

NOTES

If you cannot do a particular Sunday, please try to arrange a
substitute.

Servers are responsible for setting up and clearing the Altar
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Date

Readers

Readings

Servers

(r)
QY
(th)

Intercessions

Elements

Coffee

19 April
Easter 3

J Whannel

Acts 2.14,36-41
Ps 116.10-16

1 Peter 1.17-23
Luke 24.13-35

] Mendoza
T Baylis

Y Grieve

E Graham
W Graham

L Lucas
] Mendoza

DUTY ROTAS

26 April
Easter 4

M Anderston

Acts 2.42-47
Ps 23

1 Peter 2.19-25
John 10.1-10

S Fucito
E Smith

E Smith

L Lucas
V Davey

D Sinclair
J Sinclair

21

3 May
Easter 5

E Smith

Acts 7.55-60
Ps 31.1-5,15-16
1 Peter 2.2-10
John 14.1-14

] Mendoza
J Whannel

E Rodgers

L Booth
A Forrest

E Graham
E Laurie



Lay Officers

Lay Representative Stefan Martin 07572 775493
Alternate Lay Rep Vivian Davey 423 8929
Regional Council Rep David Pritchard 632 2425
Rector’s Warden Liz Booth 639 5593
People’s Warden Angela Forrest 639 7779
Vestry Secretary Irene Nairn 639 2973
Vestry Treasurer Vivian Davey 423 8929
PVG Officer Thomas Baylis 423 0824
Property Convener Vacant
The Vestry

The Rector, Liz Booth, Irene Nairn, Vivian Davey, Angela Forrest,
Thomas Baylis 423 0824, Euan Dewhurst 07745 652002, Sal Fucito
(TBC), John Heron 07961 062670 , Gladys Hunge 07440091520, Lesley
Lucas 423 1989, Jillian Mendoza 07880 356732, David Pritchard, Paul
Whitton 07572 775493
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For Your Information...

If you or anyone you know is ill and unable to attend church, please let
either the Rector or one of the Pastoral Assistants know. As well as
praying for you, we would we more than willing to visit and offer you
the option of receiving communion at home or in hospital.

If you have not been baptised or confirmed and would like to consider
making this step in your Christian journey, please contact the Rector who
would be delighted to talk things through with you.

If you have been coming to St Ninian’s regularly for the last six months
and would like to be added to the congregational roll, please see the
Church Secretary, Irene Nairn. If you are able to give a regular donation
towards church funds, we would be very grateful. For more information
about how to donate, please see the Church Treasurer, Vivian Davey.

If you would like to write an article for the magazine, or provide photos
or any other information that may be of interest to church members,
please email Isabel Stainsby: isabelstainsby@googlemail.com

If you would like your copy of the magazine sent to you by email, please
contact the Church Secretary Irene Nairn: irene.nairn@sky.com

Any donations towards the cost of producing and distributing the
magazine are gratefully received.




Life at St Ninian’s

We strive to be an inclusive, welcoming congregation, which
enables everyone to grow spiritually and find ways to share our
faith with the wider community

All phone numbers have the code 0141 unless otherwise indicated

Organisation

Bible Reading
Fellowship

Choir

Christian Aid
Coffee Convenor
Flower Convenor
Hall Convenor
Library
Magazine

Mothers” Union
Paperback Book
Club

Pew Sheet
Pollokshields
Churches Together
Prayer List
Recorder
Sacristy Guild
Servers’ Guild
Traidcraft

Web Page

St Ninian’s Episcopal Church, Glasgow, is a
charity registered under no. SC010966

Contact
Vivian Davey

David Spottiswoode

Sal Fucito

Yvonne Grieve

Eileen Graham

Irene Nairn

David Pritchard, Isabel Stainsby
The Rector (Editor)

Joyce Sinclair (Sec & Treasurer)
Isabel Stainsby (Copy Editor)
Lesley Lucas (Branch Leader)
Vivian Davey

Valerie Rodgers
Lesley Lucas

Vivian Davey
Margaret Anderson
Catriona Graham
Christine Shearer
Verity Brown

Paul Whitton
Catherine Cumming
Thomas Baylis

Phone

423 8929

01560 600867

01560 600377
569 5090
639 2973
632 2425
07444 187525
637 3870
632 2425
423 1989
423 8929

583 6949
423 1989
423 8929
637 2791
07414905449
639 6981

01560 601120
423 8895
423 0824




